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sesses and pays their zakat together with that of the wealth
in question.

According to al-Shafi'i all claims are alike subject
to zakat which must be paid when the year has elapsed,
even if the claims have not been as yet collected. His
argument is that the creditor's property became a claim by
his will and through an act of his and therefore there is
no reason for delaying the right of the poor, by requiring
another year to elapse after their collection. The Hanifrte
reply is that the claims before collection are not as yet in
the zakat payer's. possession, and therefore he is not ob-
liged to pay their zakat until after he has collected them,
just as the wayfarer is not required to discharge the zakat
of property he left at home, except as he gradually receives
it. According to the Minhaj^ the view above ascribed to
al-Shaft'i is his more recent view, and applies only to claims
of gold and silver and commodities (eard), but not to claims
of animals, nor to debts which may be repudiated (gayr
lazim), such as the price of manumission. The zakat of
the claims in question is paid when due before their col-
lection, provided the claims are already due and their col-
lection is possible, for if their collection is not possible by
reason of the debtor's being in poverty or otherwise,
they are like usurped property, namely, their zakat is paid
after their collection. If the debts have not yet fallen due
(mu'ajjal), the prevalent Shafiite view is that they are like
usurped property, but some hold that their zakat is paid as
soon as it falls due, even though before their collection.

Finally, according to Malik and his followers,2 there are
three classes of claims: (i) Those accruing in considera-
tion of property which is not trade property, such as prop-

1 P. 261.

* Mudawwanah, pp. 16, 18, 27-8; Dardlr, pp. 121-3; Kharashi, pp. 93-9,
101; Ibn -Rushd, B., p. 249.